Horsing around” at the last Michigan Munchies Meal of the year
(Photo Credit: Sue Barnhart)

Music during Adult Sunday School on Mother’s Day.
Photo Credit: Linda Bupp
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Building Sandcastles
One day, when my granddaughter, Rachel, was just a little girl, she
and I were building sandcastles at the beach. As soon as I would
build them, she would knock them down. After a few rounds of
destruction, I asked her to let the castle grow for a while. We could
build a very large sandcastle together. She just sat on the beach and
watched me. Soon, her grandmother, Rita, came along and asked
Rachel why she was not helping me. Sadly, Rachel told her
grandmother that Peepaw (aka. Grandpa) was building his
sandcastle.
I had become so caught up in building the sandcastles that I
forgot that as a person in my fifties at the time, I probably did not
need to build a structure out of sand. I was really there to play with
my granddaughter. She would soon grow older and not find the
building or the knocking down of sandcastles much fun anymore.
So, we went back to the game. I would build and she would knock
them down. As children at that age seem to love repetition, we
were at it for quite a while. We actually had a lot of fun.
It can often be easier to do a task than enter into a
relationship. When we are building something, it can be all about
me and the task that I am trying to accomplish. We can feel pride
in the effort and have something to show when we are done.
Relationship are a bit less concrete. What do you have to show
from an afternoon building and knocking down sandcastles? What
do you have to show from investing in a family and being with
them through the exciting and sad times?
Strangely, when people are about to die, they hardly ever
regret not spending more time working, accumulating money, or
becoming more powerful. Usually, they wished that they had put
more time into raising their children, spending time with their
spouse, and caring about their friends.
People often want to construct religious sandcastles
instead of loving God. We want to build structures of belief that
talk all about God, but in the process, we might not want to spend
much time talking with God in prayer. We might want to know a
great deal about the Bible, but not allow ourselves to meet the God,
who has come to us in Jesus Christ and speaks to us from those
2

scriptures. We might want certainty of a belief system instead of
humbling ask God to guide us to the answers that we seek.
Christ knocks on the door of our hearts and asks us to be
open to the Lord. He calls us to be followers. We have a
relationship with Christ, who is both the One, who guides us and
helps us. If we want to know what God is like, we do not discover
this through nice pictures of Jesus, theories about him, but seeing
the living example of his love. When our life is confusing, we can
ask the Lord to help us make sense of it. When we do not have the
answer to a problem, we can pray for guidance. When we feel that
our lives our falling apart, we can ask God to put it together. Or,
more in keeping with Christ’s death and resurrection, we can
allow our little world to die and know that God will open up a
much larger and newer life. We simply need to trust.

Keeping in Touch

When I was a teenager, a friend of mine and I were
responsible for printing and folding the weekly worship
bulletin at my home church. The church secretary would type
the bulletin stencil which would print on one sheet of paper.
There were times, when there was also an insert sheet. It was a
quite a task. The secretary had to type it perfectly because it
was very difficult to correct a mimeograph stencil. Printing was
slow. We had to throw a sheet of paper in between each copy
so that the ink would not bleed onto the next bulletin. We had
to fold each bulletin by hand.
When every church office started to have computers
and copiers in the late 1980 and 1990’s, everything began to
change. Now our Sunday worship bulletin contained several
pages. It not only featured the order of worship, but some
hymns, scriptures, a prayer list, and plenty of announcements
about upcoming events.
The worship bulletin now does many of the tasks that
once was done by the church newsletter. When the worship
bulletins were only one page, it was necessary to have another
publication in order to provide details for upcoming
events, projects, and programs.
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We now have a lot of different ways to get out the
message about church happenings and events. In addition to
the newsletter and worship bulletin, we have the church website,
Facebook page, and emails that can get out the word very
quickly and with little or no cost. St. Jacob’s (Stone) Church now
has the Robocall that dials every members’ telephone number
and leaves a message about matters that everyone should know.
The leadership at Stone church is looking at ways that
we can most effectively keep everyone informed about all that
is taking place at the church and keep the costs as low as
possible. We are working at making all of our publicity more
effective. One of the ways that we are doing this is to look at
making the church newsletter more cost effective.
We are going to experiment with combining the July
and August newsletter together. For this reason, it is
important that all groups and committee work at planning
their summer events now. The deadline for this combined
issue will still be the July newsletter deadline of June 15,
2018. For this reason, it is important that we have all the
information that your group or activity wants to share for
the rest of the summer. The September newsletter
deadline will be on August 15, 2018.
We could save a great deal in the costs of producing and
mailing of the newsletter if most people would either 1.)
Picked up a printed copy of their newsletter at church on
Sunday. 2.) Downloaded their newsletter from the church
website. 3.) Give us their email address so that we could email
it to them. They could also be of great help by 4.) delivering the
newsletter to one or more of our shut-ins. Our postage costs
would be very low if we only had to mail the newsletter to a
few people. We would also not need to pay for a bulk mailing
permit. Of course, this would only work if we had a very high
participation rate from the congregation.
At a church service coming up in the near future, we will
survey you to see if and how you would like to take place in
this attempt to keep our communications at church effective,
but our costs low.
-Pastor Bruce
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Did you know we have a facebook page? Go
to www.facebook.com/stonechurchucc and
be sure to like our page! Like, Share or
Comment on our posts to help
get the word out to friends
and family about our church
and faith.
This is such an easy and
effective way of sharing our
faith!

Lay Life & Work
Please join us for Lay Life & Work at 7:00
on Wednesday, June 6th! Enjoy and
evening of fellowship and fun!
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Graduating Seniors
Before you toss that cap, we need some
information to share with your church family!
Please provide the church secretary (Brittany
Smith) with the following information: Your Full Name, Your
School (High School/College), Awards Received, Activities/Clubs/
Organizations, Future Plans (further education, work, etc.). Mark
your calendars for June 3rd for our Graduate Recognition during
worship!

Children’s Day

Father's Day Breakfast
Bring Dad to church and honor his
special day with donuts & coffee
provided by our Youth on Sunday, June
17th. Happy Father’s Day!
“Dads are ordinary men turned by Love into heroes,
adventurers, story-tellers and life long frends”
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YOUTH NEWS
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Father’s Day Coffee & Donuts—Sun. 6/17 @ 9:45—10:15 am.

REACH Mission Trip to Vassar Michigan
July 7-15, 2018
Youth and Adult volunteers will be traveling to Vassar
MI for this year’s REACH Mission Trip. A week full of adventure
is in store for all who are going. With a busy season of
fundraising thru sub sales, Michigan Munchies, and car
washes, the group will be ready to help those in need in the
Vassar community, spread Jesus’ love to their neighbor, and
build strong friendships with all Reach Workcampers. Most
important is the relationship each one is building with God.
The following is a rough itinerary of the group’s timeline.
1. Leave Trinity UCC of Hanover on Sat. July 7th @ 7 am. The
group would be pleased to see Stone Church faces sending
them off for a successful trip. Park in Trinity’s parking lot or on
sidestreet to say goodbye.
2. Traveling straight to Vassar MI. Expected arrival time—7
pm.@ Staying overnight at First Presbyterian Church in Vassar
MI. Will be worshipping at this church on Sunday morning.
3. Arriving at home base operations @ Vassar High School.
4. At conclusion of mission trip, Sat. July 14-- Group will leave
Vassar MI to enjoy a baseball game in Akron to see the
Akron Rubber Ducks. Will be staying @ Fairfield Inn in Stow,
Ohio.
5. Will leave from Akron OH Sun. July 15 for home. Estimated
time of arrival at Stone
Church—late afternoon.

“We are not here to be successful.
We are here to be faithful.”
—Mother Teresa
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Look for more info on these events as their dates approach and
as always, thanks for your support of our Youth!

Have news to share?
Births, special anniversaries, awards, etc. We want to
communicate and celebrate this with your church family.
Please submit stories to the Church Secretary for inclusion in
Member News.

Online Bible Study
Join us for the discussion at 8:30 PM on Tuesday, June 5, 2018.
We will be focusing on the parable of the Prodigal Son, which
tells us so much about our relationship with God. This study
can be accessed through your computer, mobile device or phone.
Remember that every Sunday morning at 9:00 AM, we can take
part in an excellent Bible study in the church Sanctuary. You
will always come away with something valuable for your faith
and life.
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Opportunities for Service & Sharing
The Widow’s Bowl (in the rear of the
sanctuary) will support:

Good Samaritan Fund
A little change from our pocket can
make a big change in another’s life!

Throughout the month, we’re
collecting
T-shirts

Hanover Area Council of Churches Needs for June:
PROVIDE-A-LUNCH SERVICE (PALS): Salad Dressing, Coffee
Creamer, Coffee, Mixed Vegetables
CHANGING LIVES SHELTER: Tall 33 gal trash bags, Coffee, Sandwich
Bags, Clorox Wipes
CLOTHING BANK: Baby Wipes, Toddlers Pull-Ups
RUTH’S HARVEST (single serve items, please): Entrees, Fruit,
Vegetables, Drinks
Items may be placed in the receptacles in the rear of the sanctuary.

Want a hands-on opportunity to be the “hands and feet of Jesus?”
Consider helping to prepare/serve a meal at PALS during our next
service: June 17th. Contact Don Miller for more info.

*please note the needs list from HACC was not
available for June at the time of publishing. An updated
list will be posted in the bulletin and on the website as
soon as it becomes available.
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June Scripture Lessons
June 3

June 17

1 Sam 3:1-10 (11-20). Ps 139:1-6, 1318 or
Deut 5:12-15, Ps 81:1-10
2 Cor 4:5-12
Mk 2:23-3:6

1 Sam 15:34-16:13, Ps 20
Or Ezek 17:22-24, Ps 92:1-4, 12-15
2 Cor 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17 or
2 Cor 5:6-17
Mk 4:26-34

June 10

June 24

1 Sam 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, Ps 138
Or Gen 3:8-15, Ps 130
2 Cor 4:13-5:1
Mk 3:20-35

1 Sam 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49,
Ps 9:9-20 or Job 38:1-11, Ps 107:
1-3, 23-32
2 Cor 6:1-13
Mk 4:35-41

Sunday School Picnic
The committee in charge of the Sunday School Picnic requests
that you mark your calendars for July 21st. The traditional roast
beef supper will be served and music will entertain. Bring your
children and/or grandchildren for games. Your help and/or
support is needed for a successful picnic. Please contact the
Sunday School Picnic committee (Betty Trump, Gayle Sterner,
Paul Bortner, Neal Rohrbaugh, Sue Barnhart & Cindy Forbes)
for more information or to volunteer.
Come on back on Sunday, July 22nd and we’ll celebrate a
successful supper with a Hymn Sing in church basement
during the Sunday School hour. Join us for great
fellowship, joyful singing, and tasty treats!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SPRING HAM SUPPER
Thank you to all who helped in any way with
the Ham Supper.
It takes many hands to make such a terrific meal
and sweet fellowship with friends and
community. THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH!

Monthly Giving Report
Date/Service

Giving

4/1/2018
4/8/2018
4/15/2018
4/22/2018
4/29/2018

$3,791.00
$3,992.00
$3,105.50
$3,194.85
$4,577.50

Total for Month
Budgeted Amount

$18,657.85
$13,126.45

Date/Service

Giving

5/6/2018
5/13/2018
5/20/2018

$2,985.50
$2,279.25
$2,023.55

Total for Month

$7,288.30

Clear-headed faith
Most often … worry is a lack of confidence in life, in its
purpose, in God. Faith in life, in God, is native to the human
spirit. … Worry is faith in reverse. Not only because most of
the things we are anxious over never come to pass, but also
because, when we worry, the most obvious things to do in our
situation are overlooked. We should relax our tension by
trusting God and putting at the disposal of that trust a clear
head.
—Howard Thurman, Deep Is the Hunger
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Rev. Dr. Bruce Bouchard
Phone: (717) 870-9008
Email: brucebouchard@gmail.com
Rev. George O. Butz
938 N. Penn Drive, Wernersville, PA 19565
Phone: (610) 927-6782
Fred Marsh, President Phone: (717) 632-4469
Jeff Trump Phone: (717) 465-1412
Jeff Forbes Phone: (717) 229-2330
Michael Sterner Phone: (717) 225-5452
Ray Thacker, Adam Marsh,
Adam Shue, Donald E. Miller,
Daniel Shue, Kevin Barnhart,
Deb Taylor & Chad Henry
Brittany Smith
17 S Vail Drive Hanover PA 17331
Email: stonechurchsecretary@gmail.com
Phone: (717) 212-9122
Cindy Forbes
5123 Sinsheim School Rd., Spring Grove, PA 17362
Phone: (717) 229-2330
Betty Trump
273 Bankert Rd., Hanover, PA 17331
Phone: (717) 637-2759
Jonas Sterner
5 Town Cir., Abbottstown, PA 17301
Email: greendovestar@gmail.com
Phone: (717) 259-8530
Mr. & Mrs. Quincy Russell
Phone: (717) 235-0651
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A prayer for families
Heavenly Father, we come as your children
to praise you for putting us into families.
Thank you for the love and nourishment
we’ve received — and been blessed to give.
We confess our need for your daily
forgiveness and guidance in our families.
Please grant harmony in our homes and help us always show
respect and love for one another. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Billboards for Jesus
An online search for “advertising fails” reveals some
hilarious and cringe-worthy signs. Often the “fail” is due
to an ad’s placement. For example, a billboard about
childhood obesity appears next to one for a
fast-food restaurant, and a promotion for
The Walking Dead is posted near a
mortuary.
As Christ’s ambassadors on earth (see 2
Corinthians 5:20), we serve as walking,
talking billboards for Jesus and our faith.
Despite our sinfulness-and often “cringeworthiness”-Jesus lives in us, whom he
created to do good works (see Ephesians 2:10).
Even though we will never be perfect billboards for
Jesus, let’s not cover up our message. Instead, let’s
embrace the privilege of being salt and light (see
Matthew 5:13-16), proclaiming the gospel in a dark world.
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